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Susan & Tom Palmer <( PROMEDICA 


; A TMA 
Ohio Arts Ray (©) Ambassadors 


Wangan Living Legacies: Art of the African American South 
“| ENDOWMENT has been made possible in part by a major grant 
FOR THE : Peni 
GMANTTIES from the National Endowment for the Humanities: 
Democracy demands wisdom. 








All of the art in this exhibition was made 
by Black artists from the southern United 
States. Many of the works of art deal with 
ideas like community, family, joy, and 
struggle. 


The artists also use their artwork as a way 
of reacting to the past and expressing their 
hopes for future generations. Their artis 
part of the legacy of their ancestors and 
something they continue to hand down. 


(A LEGACY Io SOMETHING 


MAY PASo ON 10 OTHERS.) 


#LIVINGLEGACIES TMA 


- ae Psa aa rry on thes 
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AND THINK ABOUT THE IMPORTANT 
MEDOAGED AND STORIES THE 
ARTISTS WANT 10 SHARE. 


ANIMAL PORTRAIT: 
HOME SWEET HOME 





THORNTON DIAL, UR. 


Born 1953, Bessemer, Alabama 


Home Sweet Home 
Enamel on wood, 1990 


2020.29 


Look for this work of art called Home Sweet 
Home by the artist Thornton Dial Jr. The artist 
painted himself as a frog returning home 
after leaving his job in the city to spend more 
time working on his art and being with his 
community. Can you find the frog? 


If you look closely, you will 
see other animals hiding in 
this painting. 


Fraps \ WHAT ANIMALS 
2 DOO SEE? 


In addition to the frog, did 
you also find aturtle, a 
dragonfly, a bird with a nest, 
ducks, and a fish or eel? 


<D 


e | 


D5 Look at the frog’s expression. 
HOW DO YOU 
THINK HE FEELS? 


What animal would you A OC) 


want to be and why? NS 


DRAW A PORTRAIT OF 
YOURSELF AG THAT ANIMAL. 


PAT TERNS: 
“HOUSETOP” QUILTS 


You may think of a quilt as something that 
keeps you warm, but did you know that quilts 
can also be works of art? Most of the quilts in 
this exhibition are from the Gee’s Bend Quilting 
Collaborative, a community of Black women 
artists from a remote town in Alabama. Their 
quilts became famous for their bold designs 
that play around with traditional quilt patterns 
to make something new. 





RITA MAE PETTWAY 


Born 1941, current-day Boykin, Alabama 





Housetop Work-Clothes Quilt 
Quilt: denim and cotton, 2005 
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Look for Housetop Work-clothes Quilt by Rita 
Mae Pettway. The housetop pattern is one of 
the most popular patterns of Gee’s Bend quilts 
and is traditionally meant to resemble what a 
house looks like from above. 


Explore the galleries and look at 
the many quilts displayed. Do you 
recognize any shapes or patterns 
similar to Rita Mae Pettway’s quilt? 


4——._ GAN YOU FIND 
THESE PARTICULAR 
——/ PATTERNS? 








NOW IT’S YOUR TURN 
TO DESIGN A QUILT es 


Use the squares to add your own 
patterns and shapes to create a wor 
art. You could work with friends or family 


too: each person adds their own square 
to make acollaborative quilt! 


FAMILY: THE COMFORT 
OF THE FIRST BORN 





RICHARD DIAL 


Born 1955, Bessemer, Alabama 


The Comfort of the First Born 
Mixed media: welded steel, 
plastic tubing, paint, 1988 


2020.30 


In this unusual sculpture, Richard Dial, the 
artist, shows his father and his older brother. 
The two had a very close relationship. 
Richard seems to be expressing his feelings 
about this closeness. 


Look at this work of art closely. 


WHAT 00 YOU NOTICE? = —~ 


The artist used modified chairs to create a work 
of art that tells a story about a father and son. 


Pick from the words below to assemble a poem about you 
and someone who is close to you. What do you like about 
them? What do you like to do together? 


YOU CAN ADD YOUR 
OWN WORDs T00! 


me sad 

together have create 
you my are 
play your and 
always friend laugh 
never family like 
sometimes fun to 
love we best 
fight our am 


happy art | 























“FOUND” OBJECTS: 
HOW DO | LOOK? 





JOE MINTER 


Born 1943, Birmingham, Alabama 


How Do! Look? 

Mixed media: springs, tire rim, 
hooks, and welded metal, 1997 
2021.21. Photo: Stephen Pitkin/Pitkin Studio 


Find the sculpture “How Do / Look?” by Joe 
Minter. Do you recognize any of the materials 
or objects used in this work of art? It uses 
what artists often call “found” objects. 

A found object is an ordinary discarded item 
like clothing, furniture, or pieces of metal 

or plastic that some artists reuse to make 
art. For this sculpture, Joe Minter included 
pieces of an old lamp and parts from a truck. 


This sculpture has humanlike 
shapes and kinetic elements 
(things that move). V4 \ 


THAT MAKES YOU 
THINK OF A PERSON? 





Many artists in this exhibition use found objects in their 
artwork. Look around the gallery to see if you can find any 
other found objects and materials that you recognize. 


MAKE A LIoT OF WHAT YOU SEE! 




















At home, create your own sculpture of a 
person using found objects (be sure to C) 


check with your grown-ups first). Your 


grown-up might also post your sculpture 
to social media for others to enjoy. OC 
E 


FREEDOM AND STRUGGLE: 
TRIP TO THE MOUNTAINTOP 





THORNTON DIAL 


Born 1928, Emelle, Alabama—died 
2016, McCalla, Alabama 


Trip to the Mountaintop 
Mixed media: wood, clothing, wire screen, 
rope, steel, wire, and plastic, 2004 


2020.28 


“MY ARTIS THE EVIDENCE 

OF MY FREEDOM. PEOPLE 
HAVE FOUGHT FOR FREEDOM 
ALL OVER THE WORLD. I TRY 
TO SHOW THAT STRUGGLE...” 


—Thornton Dial 


In this artwork, Thornton Dial portrays his 
ideas about struggle for freedom, justice, 

and equal rights for African Americans. The 
sculpture was inspired by civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech “I’ve Been to 
the Mountaintop,” where King compared the 
fight for rights to the hard work of climbing up a 
mountain. But the Promised Land of freedom is 
on the other side of the mountain. 


Thornton Dial used scraps of materials like 
cloth, wood, and wire to represent King’s 
mountain. The strips of black cloth represent 
the path to climb the mountain. 


IMAGINE CLIMBING 

A MOUNTAIN AND THE 
STRUGGLES IT MA 

TAKE ALONG THE WAY. 


What might you see along the path? What obstacles 
might you encounter? Who could help you on your 
journey? Once you reach the top, what would you like to 
see waiting for you on the other side? 


Just like Martin Luther King Jr. 
used words to change the world, 
Thornton Dial used art to inspire 
change in the world. 


°o HOW CAN ART OR 
WORDS HELP YOU 
WHEN THE WORLD 
AROUND YOU FEELS 
OCARY AND UNFAIR? 


KID0 AT TMA! 


There’s plenty for kids to do atT MA! Here are some of 
the resources available for our youngest visitors. 


FAMILY ART CLUB 


The Family Art Club at the Family Center is designed 
for young children and their grown-ups to explore art 
together. Each session includes all the supplies needed 
to create a unique work of art inspired by the art and 
artists inTMA’s collections and special exhibitions. 


Family Art Club is open on Wednesdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays. Family Art Club is free, but to keep a safe 
capacity, advanced registration is required. 


For more information and to register: 
toledomuseum.org/education/family-center 


CHILDREN'S ART CLASSES = 


Learn the fundamentals of art and more through our 
youth studio art classes. School-age students may enroll 
in a variety of art classes, including 5-week sessions 

in drawing, sculpture, mixed media, and more. Sign up 
for an exciting new workshop in comic book design or 
drawing. The creative possibilities are endless here in 
TMA’s youth studio classes! Scholarships available. 


For more information and to register: 
toledomuseum.org/education/classes 


CURIOSITY CORNER 


Visit the Curiosity Corner, a video series featuring works 
of art fromTMA’s collection designed to help elementary 
school-aged kids become curious about art. In under 5 
minutes, each fun and lively video focuses on one work 
of art from our collection, introducing art vocabulary, 

art history, close looking, and suggestions for at-home 
art projects. 


